Space for God Love your enemies!

PREPARATION

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit...

Don't repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate with insults when people insult you. In-
stead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and
he will grant you his blessing.

1 Peter 3:9

WORSHIP

If you are wise and understand God's ways, prove it by living an honorable life,
doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom.

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle
at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of
good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.

And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of
righteousness.

James 3:13,17-18

CONFESSION

But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don't
cover up the truth with boasting and lying.

For jealousy and selfishness are not God'’s kind of wisdom. Such things are
earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish
ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.

James 3:14-16

MEDITATION - Luke 6:27-38*

“But to you who are willing to listen, | say, love your enemies! Do good to those
who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you. If some-
one slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands
your coat, offer your shirt also. Give to anyone who asks; and when things are
taken away from you, don't try to get them back. Do to others as you would like
them to do to you.

“If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even
sinners love those who love them! And if you do good only to those who do
good to you, why should you get
credit? Even sinners do that
much! And if you lend money
only to those who can repay you,
why should you get credit? Even
sinners will lend to other sinners
for a full return. Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal.

IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY
Read Slowly, several times.

Reflect What does the text say?
Respond  How does it relate to my life?

“Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be
repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be
acting as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful
and wicked. You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate.

“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it
will all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven. Give, and
you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full-pressed down, shaken together
to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you
give will determine the amount you get back.”

ANCHORING PRAYER

You are a compassionate Father.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

What have | done to others that | would like done to me?
What enemy have | not shown love to?

WISDOM

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God.
For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; | will pay them back,” says the
Lord. Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give
them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame
on their heads. “Don't let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.
Romans 12:19-21

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love
each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble
attitude. Don’t repay evil for evil. Don't retaliate with insults when people
insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has
called you to do, and he will grant you his blessing.
-Amen-
1 Peter 3:8-9
SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and
Speak and act from a listening heart.

Actively serve in community with others.
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