Space for God True Children of God

PREPARATION

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

| don't mean to say that | have already achieved these things or that | have already
reached perfection. But | press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus
first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, | have not achieved it, but | focus
on this one thing:

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, | press on to reach
the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through
Christ Jesus, is calling us.

Philippians 3:12-14

WORSHIP

“Listen, O heavens, and | will speak! Hear, O earth, the words that | say! Let my
teaching fall on you like rain; let my speech settle like dew. Let my words fall like rain
on tender grass, like gentle showers on young plants.

I will proclaim the name of the Lord; how glorious is our God! He is the Rock;
his deeds are perfect. Everything he does is just and fair. He is a faithful God
who does no wrong; how just and upright he is!

Deuteronomy 32:1-4

CONFESSION

The Lord detests the proud; they will surely be punished. Unfailing love and faithful-
ness make atonement for sin.

By fearing the Lord, people avoid evil. When people’s lives please the Lord,
even their enemies are at peace with them.

Proverbs 16:5-7

MEDITATION - Matthew 5:38-48*

“You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” But | say, do not resist an evil person! If someone
slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. If you are sued in court and
your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. If a soldier demands that you carry
his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. Give to those who ask, and don't turn away
from those who want to borrow.

“You have heard the law that says,

‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your

IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY enemy. But | say, love your enemies!

Read Slowly, several times. Pray for those who persecute you! In
Reflect  What does the text say? that way, you will be acting as true
Respond  How does it relate to my life? children of your Father in heaven.
Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal. ~ For he gives his sunlight to both the

evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only
those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do
that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone
else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven
is perfect.

ANCHORING PRAYER
| am Your child.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

In what way did | show God'’s love towards an enemy?
What enemy or adversary is God asking me to love?

WISDOM

For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you are always biting and devouring one another,
watch out! Beware of destroying one another. Galatians 5:14-15

The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the
Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The commandments of the Lord
are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving
insight for living. Psalm 19:7-8

Don't just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold
tightly to what is good. Romans 12:9

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what
we are!

But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God's
children because they don’t know him. Dear friends, we are already God's
children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears.
But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is.

And all who have this eager

expectation will keep themselves

pure, just as he is pure. SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
-Amen- Be still and quiet before God.
1 John 3:1-3 Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.

Speak and act from a listening heart.
Actively serve in community with others.
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