Space for God Kingdom of Heaven

PREPARATION

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
The Lord has made the heavens his throne;
from there he rules over everything. Psalm 103:19

WORSHIP

Yes, praise the Lord, you armies of angels who serve him and do his will!
Praise the Lord, everything he has created, everything in all his kingdom.
Let all that | am praise the Lord. Psalm 103:21-22

CONFESSION

You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom
of Christ and of God. For a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this
world. Ephesians 5:5

Yes, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil attack and will bring me safely
into his heavenly Kingdom. All glory to God forever and ever! Amen.

2 Timothy 4:18

MEDITATION Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52*

H ere is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard
seed planted in a field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest
of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make nests in its
branches.” Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast
a woman used in making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in three mea-
sures of flour, it permeated every part of the dough.”

44-52 "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a
field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough
money to buy the field.

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls.
When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and
bought it!

"Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water
and caught fish of every kind. When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the
shore, sat down, and sorted the

good fish into crates, but threw the | IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

bad ones away. That is the way it [ Read Slowly, several times.

will be at the end of the world. The
angels will come and separate the
wicked people from the righteous,
throwing the wicked into the fiery

Reflect What does the text say?
Respond  How does it relate to my life?
Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal.

furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Do you understand all
these things?”

"Yes," they said, "we do.”

Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple in the King-
dom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings from his storeroom new gems of
truth as well as old.”

ANCHORING PRAYER
May Your Kingdom come.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

Where did I notice salvation, righteousness, peace, or joy happening in me?

When was | defeated by unbelief or unrighteousness?

WISDOM

For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a
life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17

"Suffering, failure, loneliness, sorrow, discouragement, and death will be part of
your journey, but the Kingdom of God will conquer all these horrors. No evil can
resist grace forever."

—Brennan Manning

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come soon.

May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us today the food we need,

and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.
And don't let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.
Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13 SPACE FOR GOD DAILY

Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak and act from a listening heart.
Actively serve in community with others.
PermaneSED (Abide) Kurt D. Peters. Bold portions to be read in unison. *Lectionary, Year A
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